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FDEP Alternative Water Supply (AWS) Funding

üDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 5Ŝ{ŀƴǘƛǎΩ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hǊŘŜǊ мф-12
ÅRequested recurring funding for AWS development

ü In FY2020 and FY2021 State budgets, $40 million 
each year approved for water supply development 
projects

üFDEP administers AWS funding
ÅRequests water management districts provide lists of 

projects for State funding consideration each May
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FDEP Grant Programs

üFDEP AWS Program

ÅStatewide alternative water supply or water conservation

ÅFDEP allocates legislative appropriations for specific projects

ÅUp to 50% of eligible project costs

üWater Protection and Sustainability Program (Section 373.707, F.S.)

ÅStatutory split 

ÁDistrict receives 30% of allocated funds

ÅUp to 40% of eligible project costs
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Program Information and Assistance

üEmail: coopfunding@sfwmd.gov

üWebpage: https://www.sfwmd.gov/doing-business-with-us/coop-funding

ÅFY2022 Program Guidelines

ÅFY2022 AWS Application

ÅFY2022 Water Conservation Applications
ÁUrban

ÁAgriculture & Nursery

ÅProgram contacts

ÅExample applications
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Fiscal Year 2021-2022 AWS Funding Schedule

December 1, 2020 Application period began

January 6 & 20, 2021 Zoom informational webinars

February 26, 2021 Application deadline

March ςApril 2021 Staff application review process

May 2021 FDEP list for Governing Board approval & 
FDEP submittal by May 31

August/September 2021 Governing Board approval of Water 
Protection and Sustainability Program funds
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Who Can Apply?
ü Local governments & Tribes

üSpecial districts

üUtilities

üAgricultural/commercial interests

üGolf courses

üIƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΩκ/ƻƴŘƻƳƛƴƛǳƳ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ

üNonprofit organizations

üHotels

üOffice buildings

üManufacturing facilities

üOther water users
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Project Eligibility

üTo be eligible, entities must meet the following requirements:
ÅBe a public or private entity

ÅAdhere to the application instructions

ÅAdhere to all applicable laws and regulations

ÅComply with allowable funding costs

üThe following user groups are not eligible:
ÅIndividual homeowners (e.g., single-family residential users)

ÅPermittees that are out of compliance with District or FDEP-issued permits
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Reimbursement Costs

üAllowable costs:
ÅFunding may only be used for the project in the application

ÅConstruction or implementation costs beginning on or after October 1, 2021

üNon-allowable costs:
ÅExpenses incurred before or after the funding period

ÅPilot tests, planning, permitting, design, engineering, etc.

ÅRegular operations and maintenance

ÅProjects out of permit compliance

ÅLobbying

ÅEducational programs
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FDEP Funding Considerations

üProject funding considerations

ÅAlternative water supply or water conservation

ÅProvides regional benefits

ÅBenefits MFL water bodies

ÅDual benefits to water supply and water quality

ÅBenefits environment, resource, and community

ÅwŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ όάǎƘƻǾŜƭ-ǊŜŀŘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜύ

ÅCapital costs per 1,000 gallons and return on investment
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Governing Board Priorities

üCurrent considerations:

ÅMust be within the District boundaries or provide benefits to the 
District

ÅMust be an AWS or water conservation project

ÅConstruction/implementation only

ÅSupports mission of the District and/or approved plan

ÅPrioritize regional projects based on resource areas

üNew consideration:

ÅYear-round irrigation ordinance status

10Presenter: Stacey Adams



S O U T H  F L O R I D A  W A T E R  M A N A G E M E N T  D I S T R I C T

Alternative Water Supply

11Presenter: Rick Nevulis



S O U T H  F L O R I D A  W A T E R  M A N A G E M E N T  D I S T R I C T

Alternative Water Supply Projects

üProjects that increase water supplies through development of non-traditional 
water sources and/or storage 
ÅSaltwater & brackish water

ÅReclaimed or recycled water

ÅSurface/storm water captured during heavy rainfall

ÅNew storage capacity

ÅAny other source designated as non-traditional in
a regional water supply plan
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Additional AWS Considerations

üSupport goals & objectives of regional 
water supply plans

üReduces dependence on traditional 
sources

üSupports ocean outfall legislation

üContributes to AWS development in 
resource-limited areas

13Presenter: Rick Nevulis


